Edward Meryon was an English physician of Huguenot stock. He studied medicine
In his seminal publications'2 of 1861 and 1868 Guillaume Benjamin Amand Duchenne de- He was also much impressed by the familial nature of the disorder and the predilection for males. In the three families (sibships) in his 1851 presentation there were eight affected brothers and nine healthy sisters.
Meryon's other major contribution on the subject is a lengthy chapter entitled 'Paralysis from Granular Degeneration of the Voluntary Muscles' in his monograph (fig 1) Practical and pathological researches on the various forms of paralysis published in 1864.4 Here, in addition to two families from his earlier publication, he also includes a further family of four affected sons of three sisters, a seemingly sporadic case, and an affected brother and sister aged 12 and 14 respectively. (Of the 13 cases originally described by Duchenne, two were also young girls.2) In total, it appears that Meryon studied six families, in five of which (seven sibships) only boys were affected (14 affected males with 13 unaffected sisters).
In his monograph Meryon is obviously aware of Duchenne's work subsequent to his own original (1851) presentation: with the result of a post-mortem examination, in which no lesion was found in any part of the nervous system. 
